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Update Paper 

 

Purpose of report 

For information. 

 

Summary 

The report outlines issues of interest to the Board not covered under the other items on the 
agenda. 

 

Recommendation/s: 
 
That members of the Board note and comment on the update. 
 
Action/s: 
 
Officers to action any matters arising from the discussion as appropriate. 
 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Mark Norris 

Position:   Principal Policy Adviser 

Phone no:   020 7664 3241 

Email:    mark.norris@local.gov.uk 
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Update Paper 

 

Regulatory services 

1. On COVID issues, officers have continued to work closely with councils and with the 

Government on a range of issues including vaccine certification, enforcement 

approaches in the private testing market and the extension of regulations giving 

councils powers of direction. 

 

2. Officers have also been engaging with officials from various government departments 

including the Department for Health and Social Care and Defra about a series of new 

enforcement burdens that councils will be expected to enforce. The Botulinum Toxin 

and Cosmetic Fillers (Children) Act 2021 comes into effect in October and will see 

councils responsible for enforcing a ban on the use of cosmetic fillers by the under-

18s. We have also worked with officers to provide advice on enforcement costs 

relating to policies with a more environmental focus, including the deposit return 

scheme and requirement to return disposable coffee cups. 

 

3. The Government has published a command paper on Reforming Competition and 

Consumer Policy: Driving Growth and Delivering Competitive Markets that Work for 

Consumers. The paper includes two chapters of particular relevance to council 

trading standards. A chapter covering consumer rights proposes updating consumer 

rights to keep pace with markets, including: maintaining strong consumer rights and 

business competitiveness; modernising consumer rights and subscription 

contracts; fake reviews; preventing online exploitation of consumer 

behaviour; balancing burdens on businesses; tackling non-compliance on refunds; 

and strengthening prepayment protections for consumers. The chapter on consumer 

law enforcement covers trading standards but does not address the challenge of lack 

of resources faced by most services. The Association of Chief Trading Standards 

and Chartered Trading Standards Institute will be responding to the paper.  
 

Pavement licensing 

 

4. Following a request from the Board at the meeting in June, Cllr Caliskan wrote to the 

Local Government Minister about the regulations which extend temporary pavement 

licence provisions until September 2022. Cllr Caliskan’s letter said councils are 

working hard to support the hospitality sector, but highlighted concerns about the 

financial implications of the regulations and the challenges around the expedited 

process for reviewing applications. She also stressed the need to balance the 

objective of supporting the hospitality sector with other considerations such as the 

impact of outdoor hospitality on local residents, highways and pedestrian access. In 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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response, the Minister confirmed that his department is looking into new burdens 

funding to accompany these regulations. These regulations came into effect in July. 

 

5. The Government has also confirmed that it will be consulting on what a permanent 

pavement licensing regime might look like. Officers have been proactively engaging 

with councils on this to try and get an understanding of what their priorities for a 

reformed pavement licensing system are and which aspects of the old and new 

frameworks they would like to keep. Our aim is to be able to share councils' views 

with MHCLG and inform their thinking whilst it is in the early stages.  

 

Taxis and Private Hire Vehicle Bill 

 

6. Peter Gibson MP (Conservative, Darlington) has introduced a Taxis and Private Hire 

Vehicles (Safeguarding and Road Safety) Bill. This Private Members Bill would make 

it mandatory for licensing authorities to search a database, such as the National 

Register of Revocations and Refusals (NR3), to access vital background information 

about drivers seeking a licence in their areas. It aims to build on work carried out by 

the LGA to address the issue of taxi drivers losing a licence in one area but then 

applying for a licence in another area without declaring their previous licensing 

history.  

 

7. The LGA issued a parliamentary briefing in support of the Bill as well as meeting with 

Peter Gibson MP to discuss his Bill in greater detail. It should be noted that this type 

of Bill tends to be unsuccessful due to not being allocated the parliamentary time to 

complete its stages. However, this Bill has a favourable position in the parliamentary 

calendar and has Government support, so it has a good chance of becoming law. On 

Friday 10 September, the Bill passed through Second Reading, meaning it has 

progressed further than a similar Bill introduced by the MP Daniel Zeichner three 

years ago.  

 

Online safety 

8. The LGA has produced a series of resources around online harms. This includes 

‘Must know’ guidance for elected members, aimed at raising awareness on online 

harms and empower councillors by providing an introduction to online risks, an 

overview of the Online Safety Bill, and a checklist to support effective decision 

making. Alongside this is a series of short videos which outline what we mean by 

online harms, relevant legislation, resources and guidance on best practice, and 

infographics to help support councillors to engage safely online.  

Protect duty consultation 

9. Earlier this year the Government published a consultation document on a new 

Protect duty, aimed at increasing security measures in public venues and spaces to 

help prevent terrorist attacks. The consultation closed at the end of June and we are 

expecting a Government response later this autumn.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/lga-online-harms
https://www.local.gov.uk/online-harms
https://www.local.gov.uk/online-harms
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/guidance-and-resources/civility-public-life-resources-councillors/digital-citizenship
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10. Under the consultation proposals as they currently stand, there will be a number of 

implications for local authorities; as owners and operators of venues in their own 

right; as employers of large organisations; and potentially in enforcing compliance.  

 

11. In our submission to the consultation we set out that: 

11.1 Terrorism is a clear threat to the health and safety of the public. We 

support calls for the risks of terrorism to be explicitly assessed, but we 

believe they should be assessed as part of a wider approach that 

considers terrorism risks alongside a range of other health and safety 

issues. There are a number of existing duties and structures in place for 

local authorities and partners to consider and mitigate these risks that 

could provide an appropriate platform for this work, such as the Health and 

Safety at Work Act (HSAW) or licensing legislation. 

11.2 Any option that requires local authority enforcement would need to 

consider the significant existing pressures on resources, enforcement 

capacity and expertise that councils are already facing in delivering these 

duties. 

11.3 Greater clarity is required on a number of issues, specifically how the duty 

would operate in practice, and the significant resource and capacity that 

would be needed for successful implementation. 

11.4 Any new duty must not be unduly burdensome, and in particular must not 

be allowed to inhibit the freedom to enjoy the places and spaces that are a 

critical and much-loved part of local life. We do not believe the duty should 

apply to public spaces unless they are being used for a specific event. 

11.5 If the HSAW model (or similar) is not adopted as an alternative to the 

proposals, a risk-based approach to determining which venues/events 

should fall within scope of the duty would be preferable to a capacity 

model, enabling those responsible to consider the precise level of risk at 

that particular place/event. Local partners should also have the autonomy 

to be able to balance the level of risk with reasonable mitigation measures 

that take account of the local context. 

11.6 A new duty should be one aspect of a number of measures to keep our 

communities safe from terrorism; it is important that a new duty 

complements the many existing measures already in place. It is also vital 

that measures to increase security continue to sit alongside investment in 

prevention programmes, that aim to stop people being drawn into 

terrorism, tackle extremism and build cohesion and resilience. 

Counter-extremism 

12. Earlier this month Cllr Caliskan met with Robin Simcox, Interim Lead Commissioner 

at the Commission for Countering Extremism, to hear about the Commission’s future 

plans; discuss the key role of councils in tackling extremism and some of the current 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/protect-duty-consultation-lga-response-july-2021
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challenges facing local authorities; and press the need for Government to continue to 

invest in measures to prevent extremism. 

 

13. We have been continuing with our work to support councils to respond to extremism 

concerns in partnership with the Special Interest Group on Counter Extremism 

(SIGCE). This includes a series of practitioner roundtables to explore emerging 

extremism challenges and help share approaches in response. Dedicated sessions 

have been held on the harassment and intimidation of asylum seekers and refugees, 

which is a growing concern in a number of areas following increased channel 

crossings and the arrival of Afghan refugees.  

Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) 

14. The Government has launched its Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) 
Strategy, which outlines several measures to protect women and girls from abuse 
and violence. This includes introducing a National Policing lead for VAWG, as well as 
a new Safety of Women at Night Fund, which is open to bids from local authorities, 
Police and Crime Commissioners, the British Transport Police and civil society 
organisations. Our LGA media response can be found here. 

15. The Government has announced reforms to increase the number of rape cases 

reaching court and additional support for victims. The Government’s plan includes 

actions for the police, prosecutors and courts to roll out a new approach to 

investigations, reduce the number of victims withdrawing from the process, increase 

the volumes of trials being heard, protect the public and put more rapists behind 

bars. We are pleased to see the Government moving forward on this important issue, 

following our submission to the Government’s Violence Against Women and Girls 

Strategy consultation, which called for action to be taken to improve the number of 

people prosecuted and convicted for rape and sexual assault cases, alongside 

improved support for survivors. 

Domestic abuse 

16. The LGA has launched a guidance document on ‘tackling domestic abuse – 

innovative approaches by councils and partner organisations’. The guidance includes 

a series of case studies from councils on how they tackled domestic abuse before 

and during the pandemic. The ambition for these case studies is to share and 

disseminate best practice from across local government nationally to support locally 

led solutions. 

 

17. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government launched a 

consultation on its draft statutory guidance, which accompanies Part 4 of the 

Domestic Abuse Act  (which places new duties on tier one local authorities in 

England for the provision of support for victims and their children in safe 

accommodation.)  The LGA submitted a response calling for the Government’s 

forthcoming Spending Review to provide long-term, multi-year future funding to 

support local authorities in implementing the new statutory duty.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
http://www.local.gov.uk/sigce
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/cTz9Cy8k2I79pEMCl3wCg
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/cTz9Cy8k2I79pEMCl3wCg
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/_fAQCzmlYCGJ7v2Cnv_Ax
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/rRVHCAnOKFZ78MWc6Nqg4
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/response-to-rape-overhauled?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=55396f9e-5471-4b5e-a045-e445e82d3154&utm_content=immediately
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-response-governments-consultation-development-next-tackling
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/tackling-domestic-abuse-innovative-approaches-councils-and-partner-organisations#case-studies
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/tackling-domestic-abuse-innovative-approaches-councils-and-partner-organisations#case-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-abuse-support-within-safe-accommodation-statutory-guidance-and-regulations-consultation
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/domestic-abuse-support-within-safe-accommodation-statutory
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18. Cllr Lois Samuel, the LGA’s Domestic Abuse Champion for 2020/2021, attended the 

first meeting of the Strategic Reference Group on Domestic Abuse Perpetrators. The 

group has been convened by the Domestic Abuse Commissioner, Nicole Jacobs, to 

improve the response to tackling domestic abuse perpetrators and help inform the 

Government’s forthcoming Domestic Abuse Strategy. The minutes of the first 

meeting are available on the Commissioner’s website here. The next meeting is 

expected to be held in October 2021 and will focus on a clear plan for domestic 

abuse perpetrator interventions: quality assurance, pathways, commissioning, and 

equalities. 

 

19. In August, the Home Office announced £11.3 million had been awarded to 25 Police 

and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) in England and Wales to fund domestic abuse 

intervention programmes. The programmes focus on interventions encouraging 

behaviour change to help stop perpetrators from committing domestic abuse, with the 

ultimate aim of preventing further crimes from being committed. Funding will also 

focus on key areas such as stalking prevention and supporting adolescent 

perpetrators. 

 

Domestic Homicide Reviews 

20. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 requires all Community Safety Partnerships to send 

final copies of any Domestic Homicide Review to the Domestic Abuse Commissioner. 

This will be a legal requirement from the 1st November 2021, but the Domestic 

Abuse Commissioner’s would like to start receiving these from now onwards.  The 

Commissioner has asked for all Domestic Homicide Reviews be sent to 

DHR@domesticabusecommissioner.independent.gov.uk  

 

21. A criminal defence barrister has been appointed to conduct an independent review of 

the law around domestic homicides. Clare Wade QC – who was lead counsel in the 

high-profile case of Sally Challen – will examine the need to reform the law before 

presenting her findings and recommendations to the Lord Chancellor, Robert 

Buckland QC MP. She will consider whether the law could better protect the public 

and ensure sentences reflect the severity of these crimes. 

 

22. A new report has been published on domestic homicides and suspected victim 

suicides during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is the first report of the Domestic Homicide 

Project, established by the National Police Chiefs’ Council and the College of 

Policing working with National Policing Vulnerability Knowledge and Practice 

Programme (VKPP). The research aimed to establish the impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic on domestic homicides and suspected victim suicides with a known history 

of domestic abuse, to learn lessons from every incident and seek to prevent future 

deaths.  It found that domestic homicides remain an ‘entrenched and enduring 

problem’ despite figures remaining relatively stable during lockdown. The full report 

can be accessed here.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/3BZHCElQWIl9ojrhQq7kS/
mailto:DHR@domesticabusecommissioner.independent.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spotlight-on-domestic-homicides-as-independent-reviewer-appointed?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=6d2362d6-4b45-466c-8179-42f8b8a40198&utm_content=immediately
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wgs7CBgE9cD6XE3C0a4Ns
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Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 

 

23. The LGA has briefed Peers ahead of the Second Reading of the Police, Crime, 

Sentencing and Courts Bill, in the House of Lords. In the briefing, we highlight the 

importance of extending the Violence Reduction Unit (VRUs) funding to all police 

force areas and ensuring a five-year settlement for all VRUs to allow for long-term, 

strategic planning. Our full briefing is available here. 

 

Knife Crime Prevention Orders 

 

24. The Home Office has announced that Knife Crime Prevention Orders will be trialled 

in London by the Metropolitan Police Service, for 14 months, before a national roll-

out is considered. The orders can be imposed on individuals as young as 12 whom 

police have reason to believe are carrying knives or are habitual knife carriers, or 

those who have been previously convicted of a knife-related offence. Operational 

guidance for the relevant public authorities has also been published.  

 

Young Lives Commission 

 

25. Former Children’s Commissioner Anne Longfield has launched a Young Lives 

Commission which aims to help prevent young people from becoming involved in 

serious violence, gangs and the justice system. We support this commission and 

have highlighted how council-run youth services have a vital role to play in helping 

young people avoid being drawn into harmful and dangerous situations. In our media 

response, we say that these services have seen funding reduced by more than two-

thirds in real terms since 2010, and that we want to work with government to invest 

fully in children and youth services, which is key to tackling serious violence, 

including making the £500 million Youth Investment Fund available as soon as 

possible. We also call for Violence Reduction Units to be extended to all police forces 

in England and Wales and for them to have long-term funding. 

 

Prison leavers 

 

26. The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) has announced that seven partnerships were 

successful in applying for the first round of the Local Leadership and Integration Fund 

(LLIF), its grant funding scheme aimed at empowering local leaders and agencies to 

improve the join-up of services and find innovative ways to work together towards 

improved outcomes for prison leavers. You can find out more details about the pilots 

here. 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 

 

27. The UK’s first-ever ASB Awareness Week took place on 19-25 July 2021, bringing 

together housing associations, councils, police forces, charities and other agencies – 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-second-reading-house
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-second-reading-house
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/knife-crime-prevention-orders-begin-in-london
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/998039/KCPO_Practitioners__Guidance_-July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/998039/KCPO_Practitioners__Guidance_-July_2021.pdf
https://thecommissiononyounglives.co.uk/
https://thecommissiononyounglives.co.uk/
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-launch-young-lives-commission
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along with government departments – to take a stand and work together to make 

communities safer. Organised by Resolve, ASB Awareness Week was supported by 

the Home Office, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

(MHCLG), the LGA, National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and the National Fire 

Chiefs’ Council (NFCC). Cllr Jeanie Bell spoke at the opening launch event and 

highlighted the importance of working in partnership and ensuring the victim’s voice 

is central to any decisions made, when tackling anti-social behaviour.  

 

28. The LGA has published a series of case studies on tackling anti-social behaviour. 

With thanks to the councils and their partners who have shared their experiences, 

and best practice in addressing and preventing anti-social behaviour. We have also 

sign-posted to guidance on the Community Trigger process and helpful resources 

and support from ASB Help. If you would like any further information at all, please 

contact Rachel Phelps (Rachel.Phelps@local.gov.uk)   

  
Surveillance camera code of practice  
 

29. The Government is consulting on revisions to the surveillance code of practice to 
reflect changes in legislation. This is the first revision to the code since its 
introduction in June 2013. The code, issued under section 30 of the Protection of 
Freedoms Act 2012 (PoFA), provides guidance on the appropriate use of 
surveillance camera systems by local authorities and the police. The consultation 
closes 11:45pm on 8 September 2021.  The Biometrics and Surveillance Camera 
Commissioner has also published a service level agreement (SLA) template, to aid 
partnership working on surveillance issues.  

 
Modern slavery 

 
30. The Government’s immigration plan included a commitment to update the 2014 

modern slavery strategy. Throughout summer, the Home Office has been hosting 
roundtables to discuss issues such as victim support for adults and children’s victims, 
and procurement and supply chains. The LGA alongside other organisations has 
been invited to provide a written submission to the review by the beginning of 
November. 
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